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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) IV10NTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 March 2004 . 
2a)n Tliis action Is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) |S Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Woolman (US 6.433,779). 

3. As to claim 1 , figures 1 and 3 of Woolman disclose a computer mouse cover for a 
computer mouse, comprising: 

an anterior width of material [a front portion 5]\ and 

a posterior width of material [a rear portion 6], in communication with said 
anterior width of material [ttie rear portion 6 and the front portion 5 are integrated into 
the communication]; 

wherein said anterior width of material is larger than said posterior width of 
material [the front portion 5 is largely hollow on the bottom and front, and the rear 
portion 6 is sized and shaped as to fit under the palm of the user's small hand, coL 3, 
line 58 to col. 4, line 13. Thus, the front portion 5 is larger than the rear portion 6, see 
figures 1 and 3 as show below]. 
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4. As to claim 2, the computer mouse cover of claim 1 , wherein said anterior width 
of material is flexible, whereas Woolman discloses that limitation in the abstract. 

5. As to claim 3, the computer mouse cover of claim 1 , wherein said posterior width 
of material is flexible, whereas Woolman further discloses that limitation in the abstract. 

6. As to claim 4, the computer mouse cover of claim 1 , wherein said anterior width 
of material is measured between anterior ends of side walls of the computer mouse. 
whereas Woolman further discloses "[a]s shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the extension device 
is comprised of an elongated top wall 10 with a front end and a rear end. Opposite side 
walls 1 1 extend down from opposite sides of top wall 10. Side walls 1 1 have arcuate 
interior surfaces 12 adjacent front ends thereof coL 4, lines 14-17. 

7. As to claim 5, the computer mouse cover of claim 1 , wherein said posterior width 
of material is measured between posterior ends of side walls of the computer mouse, 
whereas Woolman further discloses "[a] front opening F fully extends between the front 
ends of side walls 1 1, and a bottom opening B fully extends between the lower ends of 
side walls 11" col. 4, lines 18-23. 

8. As to claim 6, the computer mouse cover of claim 4, wherein said posterior width 
of material is measured between posterior ends of side walls of the computer mouse, 
whereas Woolman further discloses "[a] front opening F fully extends between the front 
ends of side walls 11, and a bottom opening B fully extends between the lower ends of 
side walls 11"coL 4, lines 18-23. 
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9. As to claim 7, the cx)mputer mouse cover of claim 1 , further comprising curved 
tips protruding perpendicular to and in communication with said posterior width, 
whereas Woolman further discloses "[a] bottom opening B fully extends between the 
lower ends of side walls 11" col. 4, lines 18-23. Thus, one skilled in the art to recognize 
that the vertical wall of a protrusion at B is perpendicular with respect to the horizontal 
surface 2. 

10. As to claim 8, the computer mouse cover of claim 7, wherein said curved tips are 
formed to engage the front of the computer mouse, whereas Woolman discloses a 
computer cover mouse is made to fit snugly over the circular form of the host mouse, 
coL 3, lines 50-53. 

1 1. As to claim 9, the computer mouse cover of claim 1 , wherein said anterior width 
of material is formed to engage the anterior ends of side walls of the computer mouse, 
whereas Woolman discloses "the interior surface of this portion of the device is moulded 
to match the outer form of the host mouse and remains registered with and attached to 
same by way of friction at the contacting surfaces" col. 3, lines 54-58. 

12. As to claim 10, the computer mouse cover of claim 1 , wherein said posterior 
width of material is formed to engage the posterior ends of side walls of the computer 
mouse, whereas Woolman further discloses "[t]he device has a front portion 5 whose 
primary purpose is to grip or adhere to the host mouse" col. 3, lines 53-54. 
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Conclusion 



13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner sliould be directed to KEVIN l\^. NGUYEN wliose telephone number is 571- 
272-7697. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU from 8:00-6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, a supervisor 
RICHARD A. HJERPE can be reached on 571-272-7691 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8000. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonmation about the Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval system, see 
http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 
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